Yukio Tsuchiya is a prolific writer of children’s stories, songs, and poems in Japan, 

as well as a critic of Japanese children’s literature. His credits include almost 150 books, 
among them collections of doku, a form of haiku Tsuchiya developed and writes from a 
child’s point of view. In Japan, Tsuchiya has been awarded the Juvenile Cultural Merits 
Award rwice, the Kodansha Noma Juvenile Literary Award, and the Shégakkan Liter 
ature Award. 

Yukio Tsuchiya wrote Faithful Elephants in 1951 "to let children know about the 
grief, fear, and sadness war produces. And that war affects not only human beings, but 
also innocent and lovely animals that don't know, understand, or even care about wat. 

I hoped this book would implant some antiwar ideas into children’s minds while I was 
praying for everyone co make his own effort for world peace.” 


Ted Lewin has illustrated over one hundred books for children. He is also the 
author-illustrator of a series of nature books. Like Yukio Tsuchiya, Ted Lewin hopes 
“this book will heighten children’s sensitivicy toward animals and the fact that animals 

. suffer many times . . . for the problems humans have created for themselves.” 
Mr. Lewin lives in Brooklyn, New York, with his wife, Betsy, who is also an artist. 
They share their home with two cats. 
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